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Dear Beloved Friends, 
 
The headline above has been a frequently asked 
question lately. “So when is your next trip and where 
are you off to?”   Our FamilyLife Global budget has 
been impacted by the economy and this requires us 
to concentrate our expenditures on a few strategic 
trips by a few of my Global staff team.  That means 
the O’s are staying home this summer and working 
on other things.  Let me explain...   
 
Two weeks ago, Bill and Jenni Hunt went off to 
Kenya and Rwanda to minister, train and equip 
nationals.  These friends and colleagues in Kenya 
joined our team last year.  Today in Kigali, they are 
speaking at a seminar for 110 couples sponsored by 
Archbishop Kolini of the Anglican Church.  This is just 
the first of events as the Hunt family will be there for 
two months in our on-going partnership with the 
Anglican church.  This is a follow-up of four couples 
from Rwanda who were here last fall.   
 
Tomorrow, 
one of my 
staff, Gabe 
Buchholtz, 
goes to 
Ecuador to 
conduct  
conferences 
and 
trainings in 
a new area 
of Ecuador.  
This is strategic because it builds on our partnership 
with HCJB who broadcasts and produces our 
Hispanic radio program that millions are hearing.  
Also a print on demand unit will be added so that 
HCJB can provide FamilyLife materials to those who 
listen!  This will be a field test model for partnerships 
with other radio stations in Latin America. 
 
Two staff just returned Liberia for training and 
encouragement to Amos Harris, our FamilyLife 
leader.  Their numerous events not only trained 

HomeBuilders Couples Series leaders but those 
trained decided to set up a National HomeBuilders 
Network because they got a vision for transforming 
marriages!  What hope for a war-torn country! 
 
We just sent a “special envoy” to Beijing, China to 
investigate a proto-type “Christian community center” 
that is endorsed by the government.  We have been 
asked to be the lead partner for the “family ministry”.  
Should we agree, God will need to provide the 
funding. 
 
These are wonderful opportunities!  The limited 
budget also coincides with the O’s need to stay home 
more.  Aileen’s mom has a greater need for her 
attention and I need to give greater attention to find 
funding for our Global FamilyLife ministry and...   
 
Today, FamilyLife is launching an E-mentoring 
program for those who want biblical help and 
encouragement.  We want to equip laypeople and 
volunteers to mentor those in need.  I (Howard) have 
been asked to be an “e-mentor” and a “mentor of 
mentor’s” as well as help develop training materials 
for the program.  I am excited about this for several 
reasons:  

It utilizes my training and experience in counseling  
It has multi-language capability for global 
leadership development of FamilyLife  

 
So here are some prayer requests: 
1) We have run out of money for new production of 

our Hispanic radio program. So we are in danger 
of losing the “voices” of the program.  We want to 
maintain this program and expand beyond the 68 
outlets in 17 countries.  Please pray that will 
provide for further production and distribution.  
The program website had 4000 hits in May!   

Our training involves “adult learning” where  

trainees present their ideas on building national 

movements.  (Photo: recent training in Guatemala) 



 

Want to know more about the Ostendorffs? Go to 

www.hostendorff.com.  Online giving may be done at 

www.give.ccci.org for account 0038481.  

3) Ask God to bless these endeavors in Rwanda, 
China and Ecuador that I mentioned above. 
 
4) Please pray that our son, David, that he would 
make a decision to go into rehab and a half-way 
house.  He has been considering this for the last 
few weeks but no decision yet.  We believe he also 
needs to surrender his will to Christ.  
 
5) Praise the Lord 
with us that our four-
year old grandson, 
Luke, invited Christ 
into his life last 
Sunday! (pirate Luke, 
left, is now a child of 
God!) 
 
6) Pray for our  personal ministry through pre-
marital mentoring at our church and our outreach 
to our neighborhood.  Please pray for J&M and 
F&A in the coming weeks.  Also, Aileen is planning 
to start another ladies bible study here.   
 
7) Ask for God’s continued blessing as I mentor six 
young men each Thursday morning.  This is one of 
top joys of my week! 
 
Finally, Daniel is completing his master’s degree at 
Queen’s University this summer.  He wants to be a 
university professor and impact university students 
and others for Christ.  He has an incredible 
opportunity to study at Oxford for a PhD in 
history.  But the first year price tag is hefty to say 
the least ($38,000). Daniel, has been our biblical 
“Daniel” who has had a commitment to God and 
God’s hand has been on him.   As an unbiased 
(ha!) father and mother, we commend him to your 
prayers….and if you know of those who have the 
resources who could help meet his funding 
needs…please pass this on.   
 
May your joy be magnified as you hear what God 
is doing...because you are a vital part of seeing it 
all happen!  
 
 Much love, 
 
 
 
 
 

 

From Daniel (his blog is http://yearatqueens.blogspot.com/) 

 
I just recently returned from three days of research in London at 
the National Archives, and then presented a paper at a 
conference on researching Africa at Oxford. A great week with a 
lot accomplished towards papers and my MA thesis. 
 
... I have to let Oxford know how I'm going to pay for my PhD by 
June 5th. In light of that, I would covet your prayers  that God 
would provide in wonderful ways and that I would have ears to 
hear and eyes to see where He might be leading me to look for 
funding.  Also, I would love your prayers for: 
 
Scholarships/Grants - I've applied for several scholarships and 
grants at Oxford. Pray for a positive response soon!    
 
First Year Provision - the first year will be my most expensive 
year, whereas the second year I'll be in Kenya doing research. 
The third year I'll be teaching undergraduate classes, which will 
provide some extra income. I will be able to apply for funds from 
the US (Fulbright, etc.) for my 2nd and 3rd year but they are not 
available for the first year. I plan to ask for an extension to find the 
funding by July or I will need to postpone for a year or more. Pray 
for a favorable answer. 
 
Wisdom - that God would open my eyes to see opportunities to 
pursue more  through finding more scholarships or other funding 
sources. 
 
Money - that God would provide the money for the three years. I 
have some debt from my Bachelor's and Master's degrees, and 
am hesitant to take on more debt then I already have. Loans can 
be a great way to fund an education, but I'd like to not be limited to 
high income jobs (which are difficult to find for teaching history) by 
debt and not be free to follow where the Lord may call - whether 
that's to a university overseas or a smaller college in the US. 
 
Thanks so much for your prayers! Assuming, in faith, that all the 
details work out for me to be at Oxford starting in October, there is 
an open invitation for you to come visit. I'd love to show you 
around! :-)  
 
Daniel  (email is daniel.ostendorff@gmail.com) 
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