“From Jerusalem to
the World”

‘ A letter from Howard & Aileen Ostendorff

October 7, 2009

In Acts 1:8 Jesus commanded his disciples to be
“his witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and
Samaria, and even to the remotest parts of the
earth.”

Dear Beloved Friends,

(The following was written on October 1st and tells
of our desire to reach our Jerusalem). As | write,
Aileen is reading a novel (a nice needed break),
Daniel
(who
arrived
home last
night) is
getting
ready to go
spend
some time
with David.
In this
letter , |
want to
give you a
glimpse into our lives and what God is doing in Little
Rock and in the world.

First, I'd like to review the week. Last weekend, we
kept our colleagues, the Hunts, four children overnight
which included a fun day on the lake which is about
1% hours away. They are such a delight and as we
were family friends in Kenya, it is so fun to have
history with family and friends!

Sunday night we had two couples, with whom we
wanted to spend time, over for dinner. One couple is
the parents to my newest member of my Thursday
morning men’s group. It was encouraging to hear from
the parents that the time is having an impact on their
son.

Monday was a day at work and began with the weekly
meeting with the Senior Leadership Team. One of the
staff couples in Global, Jim & Judy Burrows, just came
back from ministry in the Philippines and they got out

just before the typhoon hit. Amazing ministry is going
on there as the Filipino couple ,who lead FamilyLife,
are skilled, experience and real disciple makers.

Tuesday began with the second meeting of my
Tuesday morning men’s group (6-7 am) . We
| moved into this neighborhood in 2003 and we have

~ sought to build relationships with our neighbors (71

homes). | have served as the Association President
for three years and we have done various things to
reach out including “the Purpose Driven Life study”
and Aileen’s women'’s study this past spring.
Since my Thursday group of young men has gone
well, | decided to try one for men from our
neighborhood. We have 5 men coming from various
church backgrounds. Interesting!

The day involved Aileen taking her mom grocery
shopping and then joining me at the office for the
afternoon working on various global projects and
reports. Tuesday ended with Aileen’s neighborhood
community bible study which she started several
weeks ago and it meets in our home.

Wednesday morning began with early exercise and off
to “Men’s Fraternity” which was created by Robert
Lewis. It meets at our church with 400 men and is a
great three-year curriculum and it includes a lecture
and then small group discussion which | had with two
young men | am mentoring. Te day was at the office
and then at 5:00 pm we drove to Memphis to pick
Daniel up from a 9:00 flight from Ireland. We got home
at 11:30 pm. He finished his master’s dissertation and
will hear in November how well he did.

Today is Thursday and it began with a 6 am meeting

with my young men’s group. | normally fix breakfast
but because of the late night before, one of the young
men hosted our group which has 8 of us. Next week,
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Daniel will join us too. While | meet with the men,
Aileen is meeting with 3 of the wives.

Daniel found out today that he has a job for this next
year working at our church in the multi-media, audio
visual department. We are all thrilled that he could so
quickly get a job but he helped do this in high school
and at least one summer in college. This next year,
Daniel plans to work to pay off school loans and to find
funding for Oxford.

Tomorrow morning I'll be meeting with a FamilyLife
Senior Leadership Team meeting to discuss
operational goals and plans for the coming year.
Weather permitting we may take Daniel to the lake
tomorrow afternoon because Saturday is a city-wide
service project at a public elementary school near us.
It is part of City Fest , which will end with a Luis Palau
Crusade on the 24" and 25™. Aileen and | will be part
of the response team for children wanting to receive
Christ during the crusade.

planning to move there for 18 months to set up the
FamilyLife component of the center. This outreach is
in partnership with Global Partners in Hope and
through their connections, the center is to be fully
registered. We are told that not only are top officials in
favor of this center but also the Chinese President is
supportive. The Community Center pictured above has
over 20,000 ft?> with a 500 seat auditorium and is within
walking distance for over 400,000 people, young urban
families in north central Beijing. You can see the
center on YouTube http://www.youtube.com/user/
CHUCBeijing#play/all . The key objective is to train key
couples who can multiply themselves.

HLLlﬂNl:E BIBLIUUE

Recently, one of my Global staff couples, Chuck &
Kathy Eckerson, traveled to Togo to train these folks
in using HomeBuilders and short events. These
couples made a wise investment in their marriages!

We would appreciate your prayers as we work on a
HomeBuilders Couples Series training video in

The China Harmony and Unity Center, Beijinghe next few weeks as well be shooting live session

Update (the following added today, Oct 8, 2009)

Last week we sent an email alert asking for prayer for
David as his communications to us gave concern of a
depression. By the time he could see a doctor he did
not feel the need and on the whole he has done better
since then. David really seems to be trying to restore
his walk with God and personal sanity and we are
proud of him. So many of you have told us of your
prayers and we are so grateful!

Re: Going to the World

The China project we carefully mentioned in our last
letter is moving forward. One of my staff couples, Jim
and Judy Burrows, with two of their children are

to use for training on the Web and other training
opportunities around the world. This will help us train
folks who we might not ever see face to face.

Enclosed is a brochure for our U.S. “Weekend to
Remember” conferences. If you are married and
have not been to one we would really encourage you
to go this fall or this spring. Our group code for a
discount is 19324. If you need help, please contact us.

With love and blessings to you,




