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Dear FamilyLife Friends and Partners,

“Howard, how does the Christian life work 
practically for you?” Jonathan asked me as we met 
for a weekly men’s mentoring group in my home. 
I responded with, “What do the rest of you think?” 
trying to turn the question back to the group for 
discussion. “No, Howard, I want to know what you 
have to say; that’s why we’re in the group!” he 
retorted. As I started to explain the three circles and 
who was on the throne, the question came, “What 
circles?” This began what has now been a several-
week discussion on the Spirit-filled life.

I share this story for several reasons. First, as 
I explained the Spirit-filled life, it became apparent 
that most of these young men had never heard of 
the truths of the Spirit-filled life, something most of 
us take for granted. Later my son Daniel said, “Dad, I 
knew these concepts because they were a part of our 
home, but most of my friends have never heard these 
things.” Lesson #1: We should not take for granted 
that others know these concepts. They were a central 
part of my spiritual development and probably yours 
but we can forget to share them.

Secondly, as I was sharing them, the Holy Spirit 
reminded me that some of my recent emotional 
reactions to life were due to subtle slipping into 
“doing the best I can do mode” instead of the 
“supernatural life” and failing to appropriate the 
empowering of the Holy Spirit for supernatural 
responses to life. Lesson #2: We should not take 
for granted that we are filled with God’s Spirit even 
though we might teach the content.

Thirdly, realizing what I did, I began to listen 
again to the basic messages by Dr. Bright. Oh, how 
sweet these are! His contagious enthusiasm for the 
abundant Spirit-filled life and his love for Christ and 
for telling others took me back to my roots of being 
a new believer 39 years ago.  It reminded me of the 
many times I heard Dr. Bright and benefited from his 
constant returning to “the basics.” Lesson #3: We 
never graduate from the basics.

Finally, I was reminded of how important it is 
to “mentor” others with the treasures we have in 
Campus Crusade and in FamilyLife. As much as I love 
the HomeBuilders Couples Series and our events, 
I don’t think there is a replacement for small group 
mentoring, men-to-men, and women-to-women. We 
know that FamilyLife is primarily a “one-to-many” 
ministry, but I believe the man-to-men and woman-
to-women ministry is also important for our own 
spiritual health, same-sex accountability, and for 
those we want to disciple. Lesson #4: The busy life 
is not necessarily the effective life. As has been said, 
“The Christian life is more caught than it is taught.” 
Do you have someone(s) close enough that they might 
get “infected?”  

Let’s infect the 
world, 

   Howard

Dominique Gamedah wanted to take FamilyLife to 
the next level. In addition to being National Director 
of Togo, he and his wife, Dorothe, have had an ac-
tive speaking ministry at FamilyLife events for several 
years. But they yearned for a way to train and unleash 
more people to minister to marriages and families 
and use this as a way to open doors for the gospel. 
They wanted to go    
from ministry to 
movement. 

Dominique 
personally invited 
many pastors to 
come to the Move-
ment Makers train-
ing. Several came, 
and many others 
sent couples from 
their church. In all, 
about 45 people 
came to the training on four con-
secutive evenings to learn how 
FamilyLife movements develop 
and how they differ from minis-
tries. They got to “taste and see” 
what HomeBuilders small group 
studies are like and were trained 
to lead them. They learned the 
basics for planning, organizing 
and speaking at small exposure 
events, as well as how they can 
help a movement gain momen-
tum.  Working in small groups, they were given a 
chance to plan how they would want to see FamilyLife 
grow over the next year.  

Perhaps the most exciting part of training occurred 
on the Saturday morning after the training. There 
was a “How to Have a Ministry as a Couple” exposure 

event. The event built into the marriages of the partici-
pants by helping them develop a sense of teamwork 
as a couple. A HomeBuilders leader training followed. 
This not only demonstrated an exposure event, it dem-
onstrated an event that they could use to strengthen 
marriages in their churches and communities, intro-
duce HomeBuilders at churches in their cities, and 

start a movement. 

After the exposure event, 
Dominique challenged all the 
couples to use the training 
they had just received. When 
asked who was willing to 
lead a HomeBuilders group, 
nearly everyone stood up. 
Because Togo has a Print-
on-Demand kit, the local 

FamilyLife 
team will be 
able to print 
HomeBuilders 
studies for all of 
these new lead-
ers in the titles 
and quantities 
they want, and 
at a price the 
local people can 
afford. Then 
Dominique 
introduced Bafei 
and Collette 

Manguèlè, the FamilyLife key couple for Togo, and took 
names of those willing to serve on teams to help lead 
Prayer, HomeBuilders and Events. 

We give God much praise for an exciting Movement 
Makers launch in Togo and look forward to what God 
will do there!

FamilyLife Togo Goes From Ministry to Movement Making

Please email Global@familylife.com  on the results of your 
conferences including date held, city, attendance, salvation 

decisions, etc.   Also submit 2010 dates if you have not 
already done so.  Thank you.

News and information 
from FamilyLife 
partners around 

the world
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Bill and Jenni Hunt and their children spent the 
months of May and June 2009 in Rwanda. People 
throughout Rwanda—and a few in Burundi—tasted 
FamilyLife.  Bill and Jenni launched several 
HomeBuilders 
groups, spoke 
at many 
exposure 
events, 
and taught 
seminars 
about God’s 
blueprint for 
marriage and 
family.  Much ministry was with clergy, primarily 
Anglican, but also several other denominations.

They had a challenging task—asking husbands 
to break cultural barriers and spend up to an hour 
discussing how to pursue oneness in their marriages.

HomeBuilders—Rwanda’s young couples 
ready to lead country’s future ...

The three newlyweds pictured below were a load 
of fun—and potential. All married less than a year, 
they mentor a thriving singles ministry at a church 
that hosted the Before You Leap seminar on Friday 
nights. 

They came to the Hunts’ home for tea on a 
Saturday afternoon seeking input about building the 

couples ministry. Bill and Jenni took them through a 
HomeBuilders session on “Receiving Your Mate.”

During the project portion of HomeBuilders, the 
couples discussed the material that had been covered. 
The Hunts challenged them to begin a group—and 
they accepted. One man told Bill and Jenni that the 
material was especially valuable since he grew up in 
a Muslim home. “My mother was the only Christian 
of my father’s eight wives,” he said. “She died when 
I was 19, and my Muslim family refused to bury her. 
But her Christian friends buried her and helped me 
mourn her death. The love they showed brought me to 
Jesus.”

These couples represent Rwanda’s bright future, 
but they battle to revive a family culture torn apart by 
the 1994 genocide.  These couples could be the core 
of a movement!

Seminar Preps Singles to Say ‘I Do’ or “Don’t” 

Every Wednesday and Friday, the FamilyLife partners 
in Rwanda facilitate a Before You Leap singles 
seminar for 70 professionals. This seminar teaches 
the five myths about marriage, God’s plan for 
marriage, the importance of sexual purity, what you 
need to know before saying ‘I do,’ and much more.  

Churches open doors to FamilyLife strategy

• 	Rwanda Baptist—a man Bill ministered with in 
refugee camps created by the 1994 genocide invited 
FamilyLife to minister in 65 churches he now shep-
herds. This will open doors into low-income com-
munities.

• 	Burundi New Life Church—a judge who is the legal 
counsel of a denomination based in Burundi asked 
us to launch FamilyLife after attending three ses-
sions of HomeBuilders leaders training in Rwanda. 

• 	Kigali’s Largest Church—a couple who lead the 
marriage ministry at Kigali’s largest church plan to 
adopt HomeBuilders as their small group strategy 
after attending three sessions of leaders training. 

Reclaiming the Family in Rwanda
“Therefore, brethren, select from among you seven 

men of good reputation, full of the Spirit and of wisdom, 
whom we may put in charge of this task.”        Acts 6:3

Avni and Maklen Menalla, FamilyLife directors, had 
an objective to start a network of FamilyLife volunteer 
leaders so that a movement would spread in Albania. 
The purpose of the seven-day camp experience was to 
give these leaders a vision to work in their churches 
and cities, gain HomeBuilders training, and invest in 
their own marriages. Here are a few of the things they 
learned:

• 	 How to start a FamilyLife Movement 
• 	 How to start a HomeBuilders group 
• 	 How to prepare and tell their testimony
• 	 How to share the Four Spiritual Laws
• 	 How to organize an event

The participating 
couples were divided in two 
groups and went through a 
HomeBuilders session. After 
watching the discussion 
modeled, they each then had 
the opportunity to facilitate 
the discussion. This was a 
great experience for training 
and impact in their marriages 
as well.

They also had creative 
and meaningful fun.  Watching movies like Fireproof and 
Facing the Giants, learning to waltz, playing games, and 
singing karaoke helped them get to know each other  
and enjoy good fellowship.

The camp experience was life changing for all the 
couples in one way or another. Tony and Linda have 
been married for a little over five years. During the 
HomeBuilders discussion with their small group, Linda 
was convicted by the Holy Spirit. The topic for the 
day was conflict in marriage. She realized that many 
times the reason they had conflict concerned the things 
that really annoyed her about her husband. “I would 

concentrate on those few things and this hindered me 
from looking beyond that.” After the discussion, she and 
Tony worked through their areas of conflict and later 
shared with the rest of the couples. After asking God for 
forgiveness, they apologized to each other for leaving 
room for evil to interfere in their marriage.

The last night of the camp, Avni and Maklen 
organized a romantic dinner for the couples. The 
couples had the opportunity to write a love letter to 
each other and then read them. It was wonderful to see 
husbands and wives express their gratitude to God for 
their spouses. Spouses praised each other and spoke 
with edifying words. The waiters were stunned by the 
way couples treated each other and the conversations 
they heard. One of them said he had never seen such a 
beautiful thing.

What happens next?

Avni and Maklen plan to 
maintain the momentum that 
the camp created for building 
movements in the home cities 
of the couples, mainly in Tirane, 
Fushe-Kruje, Elbasan and Lezhe. 
In addition to e-mails and phone 
calls to encourage them in their 
initial steps with FamilyLife, 
the Menallas plan to visit them 
every other month to see how 

they are doing. The Menallas plan to sponsor another 
half day meeting/gathering with everyone that took part 
in the camp to encourage and invest more in them. This 
meeting will be in Tirana around mid November.

Great quotes from the couples:
• 	 “This camp has sharpened my vision and has 

helped me to start a small group.”
• 	 “The camp has had a great impact on us. We think 

God will use us in our church with other cou-
ples.”

• 	 “It has clarified a lot of marriage principles. We 
want to do something in our church.”

Albania: Training Camp for Key Couples
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Resources

Growing Together in Gratitude By Barbara Rainey

Heart-changing history.
Children aren’t born thankful. But inspiring role models 

can lead them there. With captivating stories to read as a 
family, this seven-day interactive devotional from speaker and 
bestselling author Barbara Rainey saturates children’s minds 
with memorable accounts and vivid illustrations of true heroes 
who made noble choices. They possessed the courage to deny 
self-pity and to believe in God and His loving interest in their 
circumstances. 

Encounter real-life heroes right in your living room—and 
begin to grow together in gratitude as a family. Each day also 
includes:

•	 A key Bible verse
•	 Question(s) to discuss together
•	 A suggested prayer
•	 A personal record of your family’s gratitude as it relates 

to the story

Product # BKP11659
Retail  $9.99

Free online parenting resource

Right From the Start 
featuring Dennis and Barbara Rainey

Most appliances come with more instructions than your child.  Parenting experts Den-
nis and Barbara Rainey give straight talk on applying biblical principles to the daily 
grind of parenting and the often exasperating, exhausting job or training and disciplining 
young children.

You can watch all five sessions and download the listeners guide at:
http://www.familylife.com/site/c.dnJHKLNnFoG/b.5537697/k.6A02/Right_From_the_Start.htm?from=hpflash2.

 session 1

BEGINNING AT THE END

A 5-SESSION

D V D  S E R I E S

RIGHT
 MORF THE

 START a biblical
approach to

early childhood

discipline

dennis & barbara rainey
with bob lepine

VIEWER ’S  GUIDE

2009 Events Calendar
Africa
	 Feb 10, 2010 . . . . . . . .         Five Love Languages Conf . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                    Pretoria . . . . . . . . . . . .             South Africa

Europe (Eastern)
	 Dec 5  . . . . . . . . . . . . .              Couples Relationship Seminar . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                 Elbasan . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                 Albania
	 Feb 6, 2010  . . . . . . . .         Couples Relationship Seminar . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                 Shkodra . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                Albania
	 April 24, 2010 . . . . . . . Parenting Seminar  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                          Tirana . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                  Albania
	 May 20, 2010 . . . . . . .        Couples Relationship Seminar . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                 Vlora . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                   Albania
	 June 21-30, 2010 . . . .     FamilyLife Camp . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                    Albania
	 Dec 5  . . . . . . . . . . . . .              Parenting Conference . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                        Walbrzych . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                Poland
	 Dec 12 . . . . . . . . . . . . .              Couples Relationship Seminar . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                 Dneprepetrovsk   . . . . . . . . .         Ukraine
	 Dec 12 . . . . . . . . . . . . .              Marriage Conference  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                        Moscow . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                  Russia
	 Jan 20, 2010  . . . . . . .        Still Do Conference . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                          Poznan  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                  Poland
	 Jan 27, 2010 . . . . . . . .         Parenting Conference . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                        Wisla . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                    Poland
	 Jan 23, 2010  . . . . . . .        Parenting Conference . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                        Tarnowskie Gory    . . . . . . . .         Poland
	 Feb 20, 2010  . . . . . . .        Parenting Conference . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                        Poznan  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                  Poland
	 Feb 13, 2010 . . . . . . . .         Marriage Seminar . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                           Moscow . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                  Russia
	 Mar 11-16, 2010 . . . . . .       FamilyLife Ministry Summit . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                   Budapest . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .              Hungary
	 April 10-11th, 2010 . . .    Couple’s Relationship Seminar . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                 Bialystok . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                 Poland
	 April 16-18, 2010  . . . .     Couple’s Relationship Seminar . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                 Koniakow  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                Poland
	 May 8, 2010  . . . . . . . .         Parenting Conference . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                        Bydgoszcz  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .               Poland
	 May 15, 2010 . . . . . . . . Parenting Conference . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                        Chelm . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                   Poland
	 May 19-21, 2010 . . . . .      Parenting Conference . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                        Krakow  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                  Poland
	 July 3-10, 2010 . . . . . .       Parenting & Marriage Confs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                   Gora sw Anny  . . . . . . . . . . .            Poland

Europe (Western)
	 Dec 11-13 . . . . . . . . . . .            Preparing for Marriage . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                        The Netherlands
	 Jan 8 -9, 2010  . . . . . .       FamilyLife at the Wedding Fare  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                Messe . . . . . . . . . . . . . .              Switzerland
	 Feb 2010 . . . . . . . . . . .            Premaried Seminar . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                          Barcelona . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                 Spain
	 Feb 19-21, 2010  . . . . .      Weekend to Remember . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                       Lutherstadt Wittenberg  . . .   Germany
	 Mar 12-14, 2010  . . . . .      Love, Sex, Marriage for students . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                The Netherlands
	 Mar 13, 2010 . . . . . . . .         Parenting Workshops  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                        Barcelona . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                 Spain
	 Mar 26-28, 2010  . . . .     Military Family Retreat  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                       Swanwick . . . . . . . .        United Kingdom
	 Mar 28-30, 2010  . . . .     Weekend to Remember  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                      Neustadt . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .               Germany
	 April 17, 2010 . . . . . . .        Parenting Workshops  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                        Barcelona . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                 Spain
	 April 17-18, 2010 . . . . . Premarried Seminar . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                         Malaga . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                    Spain
	 April 24-25, 2010 . . . .     Premarried Seminar . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                         Seville . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                    Spain
	 May 8-9, 2010  . . . . . .       Weekend to Remember . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                       Warwick  . . . . . . . . . . . .             U. Kingdom
	 May 15, 2010 . . . . . . . . Parenting Workshops  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                        Barcelona . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                 Spain

Middle East and North Africa
Due to sensitive nature of these countries, please contact global@familylife.com for further information.

North America
United States—Phone 1-800-358-6329 or www.familylife.com for a complete listing of conferences.

Asia
	 Nov 22  . . . . . . . . . . . .             One Day Marriage conference . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                 Khandwa City . . . . . . . . . . . . . .              India
	 Nov 24  . . . . . . . . . . . .             One Day Marriage conference . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                 Burhanpur City . . . . . . . . . . . . .             India
	 Nov 27-29 . . . . . . . . . .           I Still Do Conference . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                Malaysia


