
 



Thanksgiving 2009 
 
Dear Friends,  
 
As we celebrate God’s goodness, like our forefathers in early America and those who followed, Aileen and I 
want to join in the chorus of witnesses to God’s great faithfulness!   We praise our Heavenly Father for: 
 

His call on our  life to  invest in marriages and families for this life and for eternity. 
His provision of a great  team of FamilyLife 
Global staff (photo at left: We have adopted the 
three staff on the left who help us so much in 
Creative Design and Global Broadcast). 
Our children and grandchildren and the hope of 
having all of them home for Christmas! 
His provision of finances  through an incredible  
partner team (you!) and through a tough 
economy! 
The faithful team of folks who pray faithfully for 
us! 
Daniel being home this year so we can enjoy 
him! 

His protection of David over the years and His continued working in his life. 
A church, community group and the young men and women that we get to mentor and spend time. 
The growing connection with neighbors so that we can be a light for Jesus.   
Protection for Aileen’s mom during a recent heart attack and bad fall as well as for strength and enabling 
to care for her through days in the hospital and rehab. 
His Word and His Spirit’s speaking to us to make us more like Him and for His patience and grace when 
we fail! 

 
Speaking of the Holy Spirit: During a recent morning meeting, one of my (Howard’s) mentee’s asked: “How 
does the Christian life work for you?”  As I began to answer by describing the three kinds of people (non-
Christian, Spiritual man,  and the carnal man) it became apparent that there were some things they did not 
understand.  AND the Holy Spirit reminded me that some of my recent attitudes and actions were indicative 
of my “trying to do my best” as a Christian rather than claiming and believing God for a supernatural life 
through the power of the Holy Spirit.  And Ephesians 5:18ff tells us that “thankfulness” is an evidence of the 
filling of the Holy Spirit and Galatians 5:22ff says  “joy” and “peace” are fruit of the Spirit.  It is our prayer that 
this Thanksgiving, not only will we express our thankfulness, but that we will rely on His Holy Spirit to live the 
exciting, Spirit-filled, surrendered, and empowered life He so wants us all to have!         
   
  “Praising our Savior, all the day long”  
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